ACT Parks and
Conservation
Service -

Invasive Plants




What challenges do we

Established weeds are the
most challenging in many
aspects.

- Long history in the
landscape

- Seedbank established
- Sense of complacency
- Risk of being overlooked
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Time, Money, Resources,

Threat

- Intensive

- Ongoing

- Expensive

- Demoralising

Many are transformers
capable of invading intact,
healthy ecosystems

- Serrated tussock is an
example of a plant capable
of invading and transforming
intact grassland/woodland
habitats.

Large established
populations across
significant geographical
areaqs.

- Makes further spread

more likely, exacerbating
the issue
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Mapping — A critical
tool in invasive
species management

Mapping is an
important tool for
many reasons —

Species spread and
density.

African lovegrass

Management activity
logging.

Herbicide use in the
ACT.

Ongoing funding.

African lovegrass
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Fieldmaps training
for Park Care users

Regular training is
available for any Park
Care volunteer who
wishes to learn how to
use Fieldmaps and how
we use our mapping
data.

Check with the Park
Care team or on the
Park Care Hub.

Upcoming dates —
September 9, 2025
October 14, 2025
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Risk
ASsessments

Help with prioritising
work.

Guidance on species
risk.

Outlines impacts

Available publicly
through ACT
Government website:

hitps://www.act.gov
.au/open/invasive-
plants-operations-
plan
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: List of naturalised and doubtfully naturalised alien plant species in the ACT - an advisory list

2
3 Authors/assessors: Dr Paul Downey - Environmental Management Consulting, & Citizen Science
4 Version 14112023 Version 2-1-4
5 Number of alien plant species assessed 683 1Impact
b
1a Environmental Impact | 1b Economic Impact
7l ; ] a : = s o S 3 Oudingaﬂu “‘ - - il

N[ | Species Name [+|CommonName [~ |Family Name |- |Terrestrial Life F(- jAquatic Life Form [-| == '—lerteria || scor - lciteria | | scor -
38 531 Sagina procumbens Spreading Pearlwort CARYOPHYLLACEAE  Herbfforb 0 Datadefiient 72 Datadeficient 72
39| 532ISagittaria platyphylla |Arrowhead,Sagittaria ALISMATACEAE Emergent - tall erect 1 Datadeficient 72 Datadeficient 72
40 533 Salix  fragilis nothovar. fragilis  Crack Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0 Massiveimpact 24 Moderateimpact 132
il Salix x pendulina nothovar.

534 pendulina (syn. Salix x pendulina) -~ Weeping Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0  Datadeficient 72 Datadeficient 72
o Salix x sepulcralis nothovar.

535 chrysocoma Golden Weeping Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0  Datadeficient 72 Datadeficient 72
13 536 Salix alba var. alba White Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0 Moderateimpact 132 Datadeficient 12
14 537 Salix alba var, vitellina Golden Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0 Moderateimpact 132 Data deficient 12
45 538 Salix babylonica Weeping Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0  Datadeficient 72 Datadeficient 72
i Pussy Willow, Common Sallow,

539 Salix cinerea Grey Sallow SALICACEAE Tree 0  Moderateimpact 132 Datadeficient 72
47 540 Salix matsudana Tortuosa' Tortured Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0 Moderateimpact 132 Data deficient 12
- Salix myricoides (syn. Salix

541 glaucophylloides) Broad-leaved Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0  Datadeficient 72 Datadeficient 72
19 542 Salix nigra Black Willow SALICACEAE Tree 0 Massiveimpact 24 Moderateimpact 132
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INnfegrated control

Best practice control involves a number of techniques (ie. integrated control):

. biocontrol — African boxthorn(CSIRO) Rust, Opuntia ssp. Cochineal weevil and
cactoblastis moth, broom gall mite, blackberry rust

. Proposal for funding an ACT Parks Biocontrol facility to rear and acclimatise more
biological agents for ACT conditions.

. herbicide application - spot spraying, cut-stump, basal bark, boom spraying, stem-
scrape, granular, splatter-gun, wick-wiper, and aerial spraying - drone, helicopter, or
fixed wing

. manual removal is effective particularly during wetter periods for smaller plants
. revegetation and mulching are required in degraded areas after control work
«  flame weeding and slashing are effective against annual weeds on cacti

. carefully timed grazing and mowing can be used to improve grassland condition and
slow or reduce densities of certain weeds.

. prescribed burning and soil fertility management are most effective when combined
with selective herbicide use



Biosecurity Act 2023 and Biosecurity Declaration 2025

» The new ACT Biosecurity Act is now in place. It replaces the old Acts
Animal Diseases Act 2005, Plant Diseases Act 2002, Pest Plants and Animals
Act 2005.

» More powers to educate, manage and enforce.

» The Biosecurity Act 2023: intfroduces a new legal obligation called the
general biosecurity duty. It identifies that biosecurity is a shared
responsibility and highlights the need for government, industry and the
community to work together to manage biosecurity risks. Everyone in the
ACT must report biosecurity issues or concerns when they are identified.



Reporfing and useful apps

e

NSW
. B’ . WeedWi
iNaturalist pelbs

Explore Learn Rec

Mapr

& Ausltralia's expert verified citizen science platform

>

Biosecurity Team — 6207 3587
actbiosecurity@act.gov.au

https://www.environment.act.gov.au/parks-
conservation
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